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acceptance, and he asks it of truth, beauty, and
goodness. What is the sense of these things ?
They are not self-authenticating : truth is
often burdensome and inconvenient, beauty a
mere frill and of no practical importance, and
goodness contravened by plain common sense.
Yet these three are constantly put forward,
in class-room or playing-field or chapel alike,
as good and desirable. Why is that ? They
need some sanction and justification. The
sanction of self-interest, an extraordinarily
popular sanction to-day, will quite as commonly
justify deceit, ugliness, and evil : nor will
consideration for the good of others, if indeed
that can be accepted without a religious
motive, invariably sanction the aspirations
and the conduct which we desire. Neither
selfishness nor unselfishness supplies the
sanction for which we look: the only
sanction is to be found in a theology,
and that means speaking about God. If that
is done, not only are truth, goodness, and
beauty placed in an unassailable position, but
the unreal and damaging distinction between
religious and secular vanishes like the mist before
the sun : the truth pursued in class-room